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ü يددجم الله بیجن روتکود یودنهوپ  

ü دمحا ی<ع روتکود یودنهوپ  

ü ي<ضف لوسر ملاغ روتکود یودنهوپ  

ü يدهاز دمحم زاین یودنهوپ 

ü مظعا دمحم لګ یودنهوپn   
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ü افو دمحم ناخ     

ü يرونا الله حیبذ 0/کاډ  
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ü رباص زیزعلادبع یودنهوپ                                       

ü يرواب الله فینح لمنهوپ                                     

ü یزدمحا دمحم لاخ روتکود دناهوپ  

ü لاولمم الله ناوضر یودنهوپ  

ü رادنطو نلاسرا  

ü شب راینهوپH0 یوزاباب دمحا  
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 ماغیپ سیئر د نوتنهوپ تسُب د

 ،يNک لابمس هKاI هپ ېهوپ د نلاصحم لپخ ې@اوی هن ېچ ، ید اد هخ: ونوتیلؤسم هل وی ېسسؤم يملع ېوی د ېک دنوژ ينن هپ

 ينلوY د ېچ ،سيابوار تخو هپ تخو ه: سياد هخ: نوتمریز يملع د وناداتسا وا وناهوپ وکنورل وNک هدز وړول د نوتنهوپ د ېکلب

 ېک رIډ هپ لمع د هخ: یوغه هل شي یلاوکو هک وا ولوبرخ د شرق يتسول د ېنلوY د ه]ل رت ]ل ای وا هراپل ولوک هروپ د ووایتړا د دنوژ د

 .شي لوچاو راک هپ ، هخوم هپ ېنتسیخا ېIc د

 هتیحلاص اب لوY نوتنهوپ د ېک هغه هپ ېچ ،يرلو ناIرا هیودنرپخ يملع ېساد وی دیاب نوتنهوپ هراپل ولدیسر د هت ېخوم ېد و

 ېدناب خم رپ ذغاک د ېنکیل وا ېلاقم يزینNی: وا يملع  ېلپخ ، لای هNک هدز هک وا یکنووکراک هک ،يو داتسا هغه هک نیبوسنم

 .شي یلادوnیnک

 نوتنهوپ هپ ې@اوی هن ېچ ،شي هریسرب ار لئاسم سياد  دیاب ،يراکt ېی ېچ هخ: مون هل هکل ېک هلجم ېدپ دنآ صيخش هپ امز

 دنوژ ابس وا ينن و وکنودیسوا د تیلاو دنمله د هسر لوډ يNکنا@ هپ وا ېنلوY ېناغفا د هسر لوډ ماع هپ ېکلب ،شي ېتاپ ریIار ېروپ

 هلجم يملع نوتنهوپ تسُب د هب تخو هغه.شي لNک ېدناړو ، ېراچ-ېرلا لح د وا هنوزیدناړو ، يزنوتس ،هنونوتیلایرب ،هسر ولتک هپ هت

 تخو د ېک هخرب هپ ېنNی: وا ېهوپ د هچک هپ ناتسناغفا لوY وا يمیس د نآ ، تیلاو دنمله لوY د ېکلب ،هن نوتنهوپ تسب د ې@اوی

 هنارI ېدناب وکلخ وتایز رپ وا هبوبحم هوی ، هخوم هپ ولدوt د ېرلا ېمس ېوی د هت لسن ناو@ و وا ړو ېنرلماپ د ، مس هسر ونتtوغ د

  .يرلو لاو هنیم لپخ هب ېک داویه لوY هپ وا يو هلجم

 یوغه هک هراپل ولورپخ د ولاقم وزینNی: وا يملع د هنیم ولوY وا  وناغراف ، ونلاصحم ، وناداتسا ،هباتشرم د نوتنهوپ تسُب د هب هلجم اد

 وا یا@رپ هب هرمو:.يو تسان ه| هپ لاو هنیم لوY ېی هب هت ولدیرپخ و ېچ،يو ناIرا زینرپخ وی ،يو ېچ ېک رIډ ره هپ ېهوپ د

tد ېچ ،يو برخ ه Yی: وا يملع د نلاصحم هلاح رب وا يوش غراف ، ناداتسا مترحم نوتنهوپ تسب د ایب هریت هپ شرق یتسول ېنلوNوزین 

 .شي لو�ه و هت ولکیل و ولاقم

 ،سسؤم مترحم د هلما هل ولدیرپخ د ېلجم ېملع د نوتنهوپ تسُب د ېچ ، مرل ړایو بوتیزاتسا هپ ونیبوسنم ولوY د نوتنهوپ تسُب د هز

 وللاI هپ تمحز وا رایز د هخ: لنوسرپ وا وکنووکراک ولوY هل ېلجم د ه�نر ادمه وا رمآ مترحم هل ېنNی: د وا لایتسرم يملع مترحم

 تسُب د ېچ مرل هلیه وا  میاو يکرابم ېموک هل هړز د هت ولوY ،مNکو �ادردق وا هننم ، هد ېNک وتمچ هت ولدیرپخ و ېی هلجم ېچ هسر

 رپ  تلم ناغفا لوY د ېک لیلحت یرخا هپ وا سلو ېدنمله لوY وا نوتنهوپ د تلاسر لپخ هب يکنووکراک ېلجم يملع د نوتنهوپ

 .يوسرو هتسر هسر مزع �نیY وا هروپ هپ ېدناړو

 ت'نرد هپ

 نی8نس دومحم رینجنا مولپیډ

 سیئر نوتنهوپ تسُب د
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 هزیسر

 وا يملع د تسُب د هغه وا Nک هتروپ ماI نیړا وا مهم ریډ لب وی يی ېک هرلا هپ �تخمرپ يملع لپخ د ېچ يرل ړایو نوتنهوپ تسُب

 د ېهوپ وا ملع د وا ونلاصحم ،وناداتسا ولوY نوتنهوپ د هخمد ه: ره رت . يد لدېرپخ ې�I یNمول ،کوY مرول: د ېلجم يزینNی:

 هخ: ور�لم ولوY د تخوج هسر ېدد وا موک ېدناړو يکرابم ولدېرپخ د ېلجم يزینNی: وا يملع د تسُب د هت ولاو هنیم روک یول

 .موک هننم يموک هل هړز د هد ېتسیخا ه�نو ېکنودېک ېNتس هن يی ېک ولورپخ وا ولوبیترت ،ولوک هسلا رت هپ زاوج د ېلجم ېدد ېچ

 د ونNی: يملع د وناهوپ د �تخم رپ هزیخړا ره ۍNن �ننن د ېچ يرل رواب هروپ وا  هد هراکt هت وناسک دنوړا وا لوهک روک يملع د

 لور هدنکیرپ وا يزکرم ېnکپ هنوزکرم يملع زینNی: وا هنوتوتیتسنا کیمداکا ،سيسؤم وNک هدز وړول د وا یوس نکمم هتکرب هل رایز

 .ید یلوبول

 ونوتtون وا ونNی�يملع ،سیردت د تیاعر هپ ونومرون وکیمډاکا وللتخمرپ د يړاوغ نوتنهوپ تسُب هسر وتک هپ هت تtزرا وا لصا ېدمه

 تیفیک ړول د وا يرایعم هت وناناو@ ېنلوY د هسر ولوربارب هپ ونیمز وا ووایتناسا ليیصحت يرایعم د وا  يزورو هنورداک يکلسم يرلا هل

 يکلسم وا وNک هدز وړول د و:رت ، يNک هربارب هنیمز دیلوت د وراثا وزینهوپ هرک د �سنب رپ ونNی�يملع د وا یدناړو يNک هدز  ېړول

 وا �تخمرپ هپ داویه وا ېنلوY د هسر ولړوار هتسلا هپ وفادها ونیتtر ولپخ د وا ولوک هسلا رت هپ ونوتراهم وړوIc د ېک رIډ هپ ېهوپ

  .شي هIوج تمدخ ينیتtر د وا ليخاو ه�نو هدنغر ېک هنوغر

 يک اKر هپ ونوتtزرا يروتلک وا ليم ، يملاسا د هت لسن ناو@ يک داويه لوY هپ وا ونوتيلاو وي�نواI ،تيلاو دنمله د يچ وی نمژ

 يدناړو هنورداک يوس لزور وا نمژ هت داویه وا ينلوY وا هربارب هنيمز ونوNی: يملع وخارپ وا وNک هدز وړول يکلسم وا يملع د يرايعم

  .وNک

 د شرن وا پاچ د ينکیل وا لياقم يزینNی: وا يملع ېک هخرب هپ ومولع سينیئاس د يزاوی هلجم هزینNی: وا يملع تسُب د هراپل سوا د

 .سي لNک �ایز رو مه يخرب يرون هب يک ېکنولتار هپ ېچ وی دنم هلیه وا يورپخ وا ينم مس هسر ېرلا�ت

 يزینNی: يملع ليپخ د ېک ېکنولتار هپ وا ابس ،نن ،هللاأشنا هب نادنمراک يملع وا نلاصحم ،ناداتسا نوتنهوپ تسُب د ېچ مرل ډاډ

 هپ  هت ولاو هنیم وا ونانتn: يهوپ وا ملع د ولوY لوډ ادمه .يNک أدا )روپ( نید یلړایو  وخ دنورد هغد لپخ یرلا هل ولورپخ د ېلجم

 ،ينکیل يزینNی: وا يملع ليپخ يک هرلا هپ �تخمرپ د نوتنهوپ تسُب د وا ليجم يزینNی: وا يملع یدد يچ ووکرو هنلب هسر هنيم

 ليم وا ،ينيد ليپخ د يک ولونادو هپ روک ترس يدد  ملع د وا  ۍورولوار  ناش هپ لت د يتسرم وا  يکوين  هدنغر وا هنوزيدناړو ،هنودنآ

  .�nخبوار ړايو ينيادا د يخرب

  �زور هt ، سيردت د هت لسن ناو@ وا ونايچب و داويه لپخ د هب هسر ودي¢ت هپ تخو د  هللا آشنا يچ وي دنم هليه وا يديNک ډوه ږوم

 يزوح ي£يديول ليهس د ايب ولاودنمله ولپخ يnک واNپ يNمول هپ و: رت وNک يربارب يوايتناساړو ماپ د وا ينيړا  هراپل دناه زینNی: وا

 ،يداصتقا داويه يوشړاجيو وا سلوا ليديرو@ د ږومز يچ ي@رIو ردصم Nپوچ سياد وي د هت ولاوداويه ولوY و يnک ياپ هپ وا

 .ي]يردو يک هکيل هپ ونوداويهوللتخمرپ د يNن د ناتسناغفا وا لح يزنوتس يزينلوY وا سيايس ،ي�نهرف
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 کیل9ل

 یحفص د                                                                                                                                                      ناونع یلاقم د

  هریمش

 يژیتاترس نولدب د لوکوتورپ IPV6 د يک هکبش هخارپ هپ 

 افو دمحم ناخ 

Psoriasis: A Comprehensive Overview of Its Etiology, Clinical Features, and Preventive Strategies 

 Dr. Zabihullah Anwary1 and Dr. Ali Ahmad2* 

  نیازیډ وا قیبطت تینما د ېکبش صيخش يزاجم د

 افو دمحم ناخ

Green Marketing: A Review of Sustainable Consumer Preferences 
2Mir Wais Nazariand  1*Dr. Ali Ahmad 

Livestock Development, Marketing, and Expansion in Afghanistan: Key Challenges and Strategic Approaches 

 Dr. Ali Ahmad1* Mir Wais Nazari2 and Mustafa Amin3 

  لیلحت وتارجا د وا نیازیډ ېکبش يحطس ينhنم د میسیب د

 یداه دمحا ریشب 

 يزیغا تیريدم د تیفيک يعومجم د يدناب تیاضر هپ ونادنمراک د ويدصت وينTنم وا وینيچوک د يک تیلاو دنمله هپ

 ۳ماهلا هللا دیمح راینهوپ ،*۲يرظن سيوریم ،۱ماهلا ليو رادسر 

  يزیغا vرtu د ونادنمراک يکلسم د يدناب ونrک رپ ورادا هماع د تیلاو دنمله د

 ۵يفسوی دمحم ،۴ينیما هللا بحم ،۳رادنطو نلاسرا ،۲نیما یبتجم راینهوپ .ن ،«۱مداخ هللا تمکح راینهوپ .ن 

  ) لياورا~ – دنمله ( يزېغا روتلک د ۍراکمه د يدناب ایتنمزېغا رپ تیريدم د

 ۳رایقح يداهلادبع ،۲یزاین هللا ناما راینهوپ دنامون ،۱٭نیما یبتجم راینهوپ دنامون 

 يزیغا vو�ه د ونادنمراک يکلسم د يک ورادا هماع هپ

 ۳نیما یفطصم ،۲ ضيیف دمحم ضيف ،۱٭مداخ ریدقلادبع راینهوپ دنامون

Effects of dietary phenylalanine on growth performance and digestion of common carp (cyprinus carpio)  

3, Abdul wali Hemat2, Naqeebullah Ejaz1*Saifullah Sharifi 
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Abstract 

 

 
 

 

   

The livestock industry in Afghanistan is a fundamental part of the rural economy, 

ensuring food security and offering livelihoods and income for millions. Nevertheless, 

it encounters various obstacles, including inadequate veterinary services, insufficient 

infrastructure, weak market connections, and the effects of climate change. This review 

article outlines strategic methods for advancing sustainable livestock practices, 

including enhancing animal health services, promoting community-based management, 

investing in infrastructure, and implementing gender-sensitive and climate-resilient 

approaches. Highlighting the importance of local community involvement and the 

backing of government and international partners, the study emphasizes the necessity 

for inclusive and context-specific strategies to boost the sector's productivity, 

sustainability, and socio-economic influence. 

 

Keywords: Livestock, development, marketing, expansion, challenges, and strategies 
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Introduction  

Livestock is crucial to the rural economy of 
Afghanistan, serving as a key source of income, 
nutrition, livelihood, and socio-cultural importance 
for millions of households (FAO, 2020). Around 
80% of Afghanistan's population lives in rural 
regions, with a significant number involved in 
mixed crop-livestock farming systems (World 
Bank, 2021). Animals such as sheep, goats, cattle, 
and poultry provide vital products like meat, milk, 
wool, hides, and dung, which are essential for 
household consumption and market transactions 
(UNDP, 2020). Additionally, livestock often serve 
as a form of savings and financial security, 
particularly during times of crisis (ILRI, 2019). 

The various agroecological zones of 
Afghanistan,—from highland pastures to semi-arid 
plains, foster a variety of livestock systems tailored 
to local conditions (FEWS NET, 2018). 
Nevertheless, decades of conflict, political 
upheaval, climate-related shocks, and 
underinvestment in rural infrastructure have 
severely hindered the livestock sector (USAID, 
2020). Key challenges that have affected 
productivity include limited access to veterinary 
services, inadequate feed resources, poor breeding 
services, and weak market connections (Rashid, 
2021; Ziarati, 2021). 

Beyond their economic and subsistence value, 
livestock hold significant cultural and traditional 
meaning in Afghan society. Animals frequently act 
as dowries, religious sacrifices, and markers of 
status (Sultan, 2018). Women have an important 
yet often overlooked role in the care of livestock, 
especially in tasks such as milking, feeding, and 
poultry management, which contribute to 
household welfare and informal income generation 
(Yousafzai & Mujadidi, 2022). 

Despite its significance, the livestock sector has 
garnered relatively little attention in national 
development plans. Strengthening this sector is 
crucial for improving food security, enhancing 
climate resilience, and promoting inclusive rural 
development. This review aims to examine the 

current status of livestock in Afghanistan, evaluate 
the challenges, and suggest strategies for 
sustainable growth and development. 

Research Objectives: 

1. To assess the current status and challenges 
facing the livestock sector in Afghanistan. 

2. To analyze the socio-economic importance of 
livestock for rural livelihoods and food 
security. 

3. To explore the role of gender in livestock 
management and propose gender-sensitive 
approaches to enhance women's participation. 

4. To demonstrate the Challenges in Livestock 
Marketing and Value Chain Development.  

5. To examine the potential of community-based 
livestock management to improve 
productivity and sustainability. 

6. To provide actionable recommendations for 
improving livestock marketing, value chains, 
and market access. 

Materials and Methods 

This review article utilizes a thorough, qualitative 
method to explore the obstacles and strategies for 
sustainable livestock development in Afghanistan. 
It compiles secondary data sources, encompassing 
peer-reviewed journal articles, government 
publications, and documents from respected 
international organizations. The section is 
structured into several essential components to 
tackle the complex issues facing the livestock 
sector, emphasizing its socio-economic 
significance, challenges, and possible solutions for 
development. Key themes, such as veterinary 
services, infrastructure, gender roles, and climate 
resilience, were analyzed through thematic 
analysis, drawing on international best practices 
and Afghan policy documents to propose 
actionable recommendations for enhancing the 
sector’s productivity, sustainability, and socio-
economic impact. 
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Research Findings 

Current Status of Livestock Production in 
Afghanistan:   

Livestock production is crucial to Afghanistan's 
rural economy, supporting the livelihoods of 
millions and making a significant contribution to 
the agricultural sector. The livestock sector 
encompasses a diverse range of animals, including 
cattle, sheep, goats, and poultry, which are vital for 
food security, income generation, and the 
production of raw materials like wool, leather, and 
milk (Yusuf & Kakar, 2020). 

Overview of the Livestock Sector:   

In Afghanistan, livestock accounts for 
approximately 30% of agricultural GDP and acts as 
a primary income source for nearly 70% of rural 
households (FAO, 2019). The country's livestock 
population primarily consists of sheep, goats, and 
cattle, with fewer numbers of camels, donkeys, and 
poultry (Sultan, 2018). The rural economy heavily 
relies on livestock for food production, income, 
and social status, with smallholder farmers and 
pastoralists either primarily or secondarily engaged 
in livestock rearing (Yusuf & Kakar, 2020). 

Challenges Facing Livestock Production:   

Despite its importance, Afghanistan's livestock 
sector encounters numerous challenges that restrict 
its potential. The country’s geographic 
circumstances, combined with unstable security 
situations, have resulted in insufficient investments 
in the livestock sector, which in turn limits 
productivity. Furthermore, the absence of 
veterinary services, poor animal health 
management, and inadequate infrastructure for 
animal feed and market access worsen the 
conditions (World Bank, 2021). Another 
considerable challenge is the effects of climate 
change on the availability of grazing lands and 
water resources, impacting livestock production, 
particularly in Afghanistan's arid and semi-arid 
regions (Thornton et al., 2011). Droughts and water 
shortages have resulted in higher livestock 

mortality rates and reduced production of milk and 
meat (Tariq & Ali, 2019). 

Economic Importance and Livestock Products:   

Livestock significantly contributes to food security 
in Afghanistan, especially by providing protein 
through milk and meat. Cattle and sheep are also 
essential for obtaining wool, hides, and skins, 
which are utilized in both local and international 
markets (Saito et al., 2016). Additionally, the 
revenue generated from selling livestock and 
livestock products is a critical component of rural 
household income, aiding the economic stability of 
many families in these areas (USAID, 2020). 

Veterinary Services and Animal Health:   

Veterinary services are often scarce in many rural 
locales, with inadequate frameworks for disease 
control, prevention, and treatment. The absence of 
effective vaccination programs, disease 
monitoring, and quarantine measures poses a 
serious risk to the livestock sector. Diseases such 
as foot-and-mouth disease, brucellosis, and anthrax 
are prevalent, adversely affecting livestock 
productivity and the overall health of animals 
(ILRI, 2019). 

Role of Government and International 
Organizations:   

The Afghan government, along with international 
entities such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the World Bank, has taken 
steps to tackle these challenges. Initiatives have 
been established to enhance veterinary services, 
train farmers, and improve animal husbandry 
methods. However, there is a pressing need for 
more robust policy frameworks, increased 
investment in infrastructure, and improved market 
access for livestock producers (World Bank, 2020). 

Socio-Economic Importance of Livestock in 
Afghanistan:   

Livestock is integral to Afghanistan's rural 
economy, delivering vital services such as food 
security, income generation, and employment 
opportunities. The livestock sector supports 
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millions of Afghan households, particularly in rural 
regions where agriculture and livestock farming 
serve as the main sources of livelihood. 
Understanding the socio-economic significance of 
livestock necessitates an analysis of its 
contributions to food production, employment, 
rural advancement, and its overall impact on the 
national economy. 

Contribution to Food Security and Nutrition:   

Livestock is a key element of food security in 
Afghanistan. Animal products, notably milk, meat, 
and eggs, serve as essential protein sources for 
rural populations. Cattle, sheep, goats, and camels 
provide necessary dietary needs, particularly in 
areas with limited access to varied agricultural 
goods (FAO, 2019). The supply of dairy and meat 
products helps mitigate malnutrition, especially in 
poorer rural regions where alternative protein 
sources are limited. According to an FAO report 
(2020), the livestock sector contributes 
significantly to the total calorie intake for rural 
households in Afghanistan, with milk and meat 
products being crucial to their daily diet. 

Source of Livelihood and Income Generation: 

For numerous rural families in Afghanistan, 
livestock is an essential means of earning a living. 
A significant portion of income for farmers and 
pastoralists comes from the sale of livestock and 
animal products such as wool, hides, and dairy 
(Tariq & Ali, 2019). The revenue generated from 
these products not only aids household economies 
but also allows rural families to invest in 
agricultural initiatives or basic necessities like 
education, healthcare, and housing. Indeed, 
livestock often serves as a type of savings account 
and a way to build capital, offering economic 
stability in times of financial strain or crisis, such 
as natural disasters or political turmoil (Yusuf & 
Kakar, 2020). 

Employment and Rural Development: 

The livestock industry is also a vital source of 
employment in rural Afghanistan. It creates a broad 
spectrum of both direct and indirect job 

opportunities, including roles in animal husbandry, 
dairy farming, wool collection, and providing 
veterinary services. According to the World Bank 
(2021), this sector offers jobs to millions, 
particularly benefiting women and youth, who 
engage in various animal care, processing, and 
trade activities. Women are particularly 
instrumental in managing small livestock 
operations, especially in dairy production and 
processing, providing an additional financial 
resource for families (Sultan, 2018). In addition to 
direct employment, livestock farming has a ripple 
effect on the rural economy. It generates demand 
for feed, veterinary services, transportation, and 
market infrastructure, thereby stimulating 
economic activity in rural regions. The expansion 
of industries related to livestock, like dairy 
processing and wool production, can create further 
value-added prospects for rural communities, 
fostering enhanced local economic growth (Saito et 
al., 2016). 

Cultural and Social Significance: 

In Afghanistan, livestock also carries considerable 
cultural and social significance. In various rural 
communities, livestock represents wealth, social 
rank, and identity. Traditional Afghan pastoral 
practices are profoundly embedded in local 
customs, where livestock play crucial roles in 
numerous ceremonies, rituals, and social 
interactions. The practice of raising livestock is 
frequently inherited across generations, forming an 
integral part of the cultural legacy and traditions of 
rural Afghanistan (Zazai, 2020). Additionally, 
livestock serves as an important asset for rural 
households, utilized in social exchanges such as 
dowries, gifts, and community gatherings. This 
social aspect adds another dimension of value to 
livestock beyond its economic role (Saito et al., 
2016). 

Environmental and Agricultural Benefits: 

Livestock also complements Afghanistan's 
agricultural practices. They enhance soil fertility 
through manure production, which serves as 
fertilizer for crops. This improvement in soil 
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quality supports agricultural yields, particularly in 
regions where modern chemical fertilizers are 
either unavailable or too costly (Tariq & Ali, 2019). 
Moreover, livestock can offer draft power for 
plowing and transport, especially in rural areas 
where mechanized farming is limited (Thornton et 
al., 2011). 

Challenges Facing the Livestock Sector: 

Despite its socio-economic significance, the 
livestock sector in Afghanistan confronts 
numerous challenges. These challenges include 
insufficient veterinary services, limited access to 
quality feed, climate change, insecurity, and 
inadequate market access (FAO, 2020). A lack of 
sufficient animal health services, especially in rural 
regions, has resulted in disease outbreaks that 
impact livestock productivity and increase 
mortality rates. Furthermore, the absence of 
adequate infrastructure and veterinary support 
impedes the effective production and marketing of 
animal products, curtailing the sector’s growth 
potential. 

Livestock Marketing and Value Chains in 
Afghanistan: 

Livestock marketing and value chains are crucial 
for improving the efficiency of Afghanistan's 
agricultural and rural economies. The livestock 
sector, which encompasses the production, 
processing, and sale of meat, dairy, and other 
animal products, constitutes a vital part of rural 
livelihoods, significantly contributing to national 
income and food security. However, the livestock 
value chain in Afghanistan faces several obstacles 
that limit its growth potential and integration into 
broader markets. These challenges include a lack 
of infrastructure, weak market connections, 
insufficient financial services, restricted access to 
modern technologies, and insecurity (USAID, 
2020). 

Structure of Livestock Marketing in 
Afghanistan: 

The livestock marketing framework in Afghanistan 
is characterized by a predominantly informal and 

fragmented structure with limited market cohesion. 
Most livestock transactions occur through 
traditional local markets, typically lacking proper 
grading, packaging, or traceability, which 
diminishes their value in domestic and 
international markets. The marketing process is 
generally dominated by middlemen, who often take 
advantage of farmers by offering them low prices 
for their livestock and its products. 

Challenges in Livestock Marketing and Value 
Chain Development:   

Numerous obstacles impede the establishment of 
an effective livestock value chain in Afghanistan. 
These challenges include:   

1. Inadequate Infrastructure: Insufficient 
infrastructure like roads, storage facilities, and 
transportation systems severely limits efficient 
livestock marketing. Poor road conditions, 
along with a lack of refrigerated storage, lead 
to the deterioration of meat quality during 
transit and marketing, making it hard for 
Afghan livestock producers to compete with 
neighboring countries (Tariq & Mirza, 2021).   

2. Lack of Access to Finance: A significant 
number of livestock producers in Afghanistan 
struggle with limited financial access, which 
restricts their ability to invest in enhanced 
livestock management practices, marketing 
opportunities, or the essential infrastructure 
needed to grow their operations. Without 
financial assistance, farmers and pastoralists 
cannot modernize their practices or connect 
with formal markets (Yusuf & Kakar, 2020).   

3. Weak Market Linkages: The livestock sector 
in Afghanistan is characterized by poor market 
linkages. The absence of organized markets, 
market information systems, and processing 
facilities further constrains the market reach 
and value of livestock products. This 
fragmentation results in elevated transaction 
costs for farmers and discourages them from 
increasing their production (World Bank, 
2021). Additionally, the lack of a standardized 
grading and certification system for livestock 
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and related products diminishes their 
marketability domestically and internationally 
(Sultan, 2018).   

4. Unstable Market Conditions and Insecurity: 
Political unrest and insecurity in Afghanistan, 
particularly in rural regions, have significantly 
impaired livestock marketing. Armed conflicts, 
roadblockages, and the presence of insurgent 
groups hinder supply chains and complicate 
market access for producers. This insecurity 
also discourages investment in the livestock 
sector and lowers the Afghan livestock 
market's appeal for international buyers (Zazai, 
2020).   

5. Limited Knowledge and Technology: 
Numerous Afghan livestock producers lack 
familiarity with modern agricultural practices 
and value chain development. This deficiency 
is especially pronounced in areas such as 
animal husbandry, meat processing, and 
sanitary standards. Furthermore, limited access 
to advanced technologies like improved 
breeding methods, veterinary services, and 
marketing tools prevents the sector from 
realizing its full potential (Saito et al., 2016).   

Opportunities for Value Chain Improvement: 

In spite of these obstacles, there exist several 
avenues to boost the livestock value chain in 
Afghanistan:   

1. Strengthening Market Linkages: Enhancing 
connections between rural producers and urban 
markets is vital for improving the efficiency of 
the livestock value chain. Establishing better 
market information systems, bolstering the role 
of cooperatives, and organizing livestock 
farmers into producer groups can help lower 
transaction costs, facilitate market access, and 
improve their negotiating power in the 
marketplace (Tariq & Ali, 2019).   

2. Investment in Infrastructure: Making 
substantial investments in rural infrastructure, 
such as roads, storage facilities, and 
refrigeration, can lead to reduced post-harvest 

losses and enhance the competitiveness of 
Afghan livestock in both domestic and 
international markets. Improved transportation 
networks and cold storage solutions would 
enable producers to sell their products at higher 
prices and prevent spoilage (FAO, 2020).   

3. Access to Financial Services: Offering 
financial assistance and access to credit for 
smallholder farmers and pastoralists can 
promote investment in better livestock 
management techniques, infrastructure, and 
marketing. Financial services, including micro-
credit and insurance, can bolster resilience in 
the livestock sector by helping farmers better 
manage risks associated with disease 
outbreaks, natural disasters, or market 
fluctuations (World Bank, 2021).   

4. Capacity Building and Education: 
Improving the knowledge and skills of 
livestock producers through capacity-building 
initiatives is crucial for enhancing the 
productivity and efficiency of the livestock 
value chain. Training programs covering best 
practices in animal husbandry, disease 
management, and meat processing can assist 
producers in meeting international standards 
and elevating the quality of their products 
(Saito et al., 2016).   

5. Policy and Institutional Support: 
Governments and development agencies need 
to play a key role in offering policy support, 
establishing favorable regulatory conditions, 
and ensuring the effective implementation of 
livestock development programs. Policies 
focused on facilitating market access, 
enhancing infrastructure, and providing 
incentives for private sector investment in the 
livestock value chain can drive growth in the 
sector (Yusuf & Kakar, 2020). 

Gender Roles in Livestock Management in 
Afghanistan: 

In Afghanistan, the management of livestock is 
significantly influenced by gender roles, as rural 
communities display distinct traditional labor 
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divisions based on gender. These roles are deeply 
ingrained in cultural and social norms, affecting 
how activities related to livestock management are 
carried out, including breeding, feeding, 
marketing, and care. Although men typically hold 
sway over decision-making, women play a crucial 
yet frequently overlooked role in the everyday 
management of livestock. Gaining insight into the 
interplay of gender roles in livestock management 
is essential for enhancing outcomes. gender equity 
and enhancing the efficiency and sustainability of 
the livestock sector. 

Role of Women in Livestock Management: 

In numerous rural regions of Afghanistan, women 
carry out most livestock-related responsibilities, 
especially concerning household management and 
animal care. These responsibilities involve feeding 
animals, milking cows and goats, cleaning animal 
enclosures, and converting milk into dairy items 
such as yogurt and cheese. Furthermore, women 
frequently take charge of small livestock, like 
poultry and goats, while men generally handle 
larger animals such as cattle, camels, and sheep 
(Sultani & Farahani, 2019). Women are also more 
engaged in marketing dairy products and small 
livestock in local markets, where they typically 
participate in informal trade and social networks to 
exchange goods (Baden, 2016). The involvement 
of women in livestock care has a direct effect on 
food security and nutrition within the household, as 
milk and dairy products serve as crucial sources of 
protein for rural families. However, the traditional 
division of labor often leads to the undervaluation 
of women's contributions in livestock 
management, which are not adequately reflected in 
household decision-making or economic 
evaluations of livestock productivity (Khatri & 
Bera, 2020). Women's roles in the livestock sector 
are typically perceived as an extension of their 
domestic responsibilities, and they encounter 
limited access to resources such as land, credit, and 
education that could improve their productivity in 
livestock management. 

Role of Men in Livestock Management: 

Men typically handle the more visible roles in 
livestock management, such as negotiating prices, 
marketing animals, and making important choices 
related to breeding and herd management. Due to 
their involvement in marketing livestock and 
determining herd composition and investment 
plans, men often dictate the financial outcomes 
within the livestock sector. Consequently, men are 
frequently viewed as the main beneficiaries of 
livestock production in terms of economic profit 
(Sultani & Farahani, 2019). While the roles of men 
in livestock management are prominently 
displayed, the contributions of women are essential 
to the overall efficiency of the sector. However, the 
lack of acknowledgment of gender-specific 
functions can hinder the full potential of livestock 
production, especially when resource allocation, 
technology implementation, and investment 
decisions are made without taking women’s roles 
into account (Khatri & Bera, 2020). 

Gender-Based Barriers in Livestock 
Management: 

Although women in Afghanistan play a crucial role 
in livestock management, they encounter 
numerous challenges that hinder their capacity to 
make significant contributions to the field. These 
challenges consist of: 

1. Limited Access to Resources: Women 
frequently face limitations in their access to 
land, credit, and training, which affects their 
ability to enhance livestock management 
practices. In Afghanistan, men typically 
dominate land ownership and control financial 
resources, restricting women’s autonomy in 
decision-making processes (Khatri & Bera, 
2020). Consequently, women's capacity to 
invest in improving livestock health or 
expanding production is limited. 

2. Lack of Access to Education and Training: 
Women residing in rural Afghanistan have 
minimal opportunities for education and 
vocational training, especially in agriculture 
and livestock management. As a result, they are 
less inclined to embrace modern farming 
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practices that could boost productivity and 
mitigate risks (Sultani & Farahani, 2019). 
Information regarding animal husbandry, 
veterinary care, and marketing methods is often 
restricted by social norms that hinder women’s 
mobility and participation in public 
discussions. 

3. Cultural Norms and Mobility Restrictions: 
Afghan women are influenced by stringent 
social and cultural norms that restrict their 
mobility, involvement in public life, and ability 
to engage in livestock trade and marketing 
beyond their households. These limitations 
further prevent women from fully participating 
in the livestock value chain, restricting their 
chances to access wider markets or invest in 
higher-value livestock products (Baden, 2016). 

4. Limited Recognition of Women's 
Contributions: Often, the contributions of 
women to livestock management are 
undervalued by their male counterparts. 
Women’s roles in livestock production are 
frequently viewed as part of their domestic 
duties rather than as a crucial economic 
activity. This lack of acknowledgment restricts 
opportunities for women to gain recognition 
and access the resources necessary to improve 
their productivity (Sultani & Farahani, 2019). 

 

Gender-Sensitive Approaches for Livestock 
Management: 

Tackling gender inequalities in livestock 
management necessitates an approach that is 
sensitive to gender, acknowledging and 
appreciating the roles of both women and men. 
Various strategies can be employed to enhance the 
involvement of women in livestock management. 

1. Promoting Gender-Equitable Access to 
Resources: Ensuring women have the same 
opportunities as men to access land, credit, and 
training can empower them to enhance their 
productivity in livestock management. Policies 
that are sensitive to gender should focus on 

improving women’s access to financial 
resources, rights to land ownership, and 
modern agricultural technologies, thereby 
enhancing their ability to effectively manage 
livestock (Khatri & Bera, 2020). 

2. Training and Capacity Building for Women: 
Offering women training in contemporary 
animal husbandry, veterinary care, and 
livestock marketing can improve their skills 
and productivity. Community-centered training 
initiatives that address the specific needs of 
women and local circumstances can enhance 
their contributions to the livestock value chain 
and boost household incomes (Baden, 2016). 

3. Encouraging Women’s Participation in 
Decision-Making: It is vital for women to be 
involved in decision-making related to 
livestock production, marketing, and resource 
distribution to enhance the overall efficiency of 
the sector. Promoting women's participation in 
local livestock cooperatives and farmer 
organizations can create a platform for them to 
express their needs, take part in decision-
making, and access wider markets (Sultani & 
Farahani, 2019). 

4. Addressing Mobility Constraints: Initiatives 
that help eliminate barriers to women's 
mobility and promote their involvement in 
livestock trading and marketing can strengthen 
their position in the value chain. Social 
programs that advocate for gender equality and 
challenge traditional gender roles can empower 
women to take a more active role in the 
economic aspects of livestock production. 

 

Community-Based Livestock Management in 
Afghanistan: 

Community-based livestock management (CBLM) 
is a crucial method for fostering sustainable 
agricultural practices and enhancing the well-being 
of rural communities in Afghanistan. This strategy 
highlights the involvement of local communities in 
managing, safeguarding, and improving livestock 

58 of 146



Livestock Development, Marketing, and Expansion in Afghanistan: Key Challenges and Strategic Approaches 

resources. It encourages cooperation among 
community members and aims to tackle shared 
challenges, including limited resources, 
environmental degradation, and social inequalities 
in livestock production.   

Key Aspects of Community-Based Livestock 
Management 

1. Empowerment of Local Communities: 
Community-Based Livestock Management 
(CBLM) underscores the necessity of 
empowering local communities by engaging 
them in livestock management decision-
making processes. Involving women, youth, 
and marginalized groups facilitates more 
inclusive participation and enhances the long-
term sustainability of livestock resources 
(Sultani & Farahani, 2019). Empowering 
communities enables them to develop solutions 
tailored to their unique livestock management 
challenges. 

2. Resource Sharing and Collective Action: A 
fundamental element of CBLM is the principle 
of resource sharing and collective action. In 
Afghanistan, rural communities frequently 
share grazing lands, water resources, and 
veterinary care services. This collaborative 
strategy minimizes individual risks and 
promotes mutual support, particularly when 
faced with issues like droughts, disease 
outbreaks, and market fluctuations. By forming 
community-based cooperatives or livestock 
groups, individuals can pool resources, 
exchange knowledge, and implement best 
practices for more effective livestock 
management (Khatri & Bera, 2020). 

3. Sustainable Livestock Practices: 
Community-based strategies often emphasize 
sustainable livestock practices that secure the 
long-term well-being of both the land and the 
animals. These practices encompass rotational 
grazing, enhanced animal husbandry, and 
disease prevention strategies. CBLM initiatives 
advocate for the adoption of such methods to 
mitigate overgrazing, maintain soil fertility, 

and ensure efficient utilization of resources like 
water and grazing lands (Baden, 2016). 
Sustainability not only boosts livestock 
productivity but also supports environmental 
conservation, thereby fortifying the resilience 
of rural communities against climate change 
and other ecological pressures. 

4. Training and Capacity Building: CBLM 
typically includes providing training and 
capacity-building efforts for community 
members. These training programs may 
address a range of subjects, including 
veterinary care, feed management, animal 
husbandry techniques, and livestock 
marketing. The goal is to enhance the technical 
skills of local farmers and herders, empowering 
them to boost livestock productivity and 
manage their herds more proficiently. Training 
also enables community members to recognize 
and tackle challenges such as disease outbreaks 
or feed shortages (Sultani & Farahani, 2019). 

5. Disease Control and Veterinary Services: 
Effective disease control is a vital component 
of community-based livestock management. 
Afghanistan often experiences livestock 
disease outbreaks that can severely impact 
herds and result in considerable financial 
drawbacks for farmers. By implementing 
community-based veterinary services and 
disease surveillance, local communities can 
enhance early disease detection and execute 
preventive strategies. Local veterinary 
professionals or community-oriented health 
workers are essential in providing critical 
services such as vaccinations, disease 
diagnosis, and animal health guidance (Khatri 
& Bera, 2020). 

Benefits of Community-Based Livestock 
Management: 

1. Increased Livestock Productivity: CBLM 
can enhance livestock productivity by 
encouraging best practices, including improved 
breeding methods, superior animal nutrition, 
and effective health management. A rise in 
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productivity leads to greater household 
incomes, better food security, and increased 
resilience against external challenges like 
market fluctuations or climate change (Sultani 
& Farahani, 2019). 

2. Improved Socio-Economic Outcomes: 
CBLM initiatives typically aim to elevate the 
socio-economic conditions of rural families. 
Through community collaboration, individuals 
gain access to larger markets, pool resources, 
and minimize costs related to inputs like 
veterinary services and feed. Moreover, 
involving women and marginalized groups in 
decision-making can promote gender equity 
and empower these populations, granting them 
enhanced control over their livestock-related 
income (Baden, 2016). 

3. Strengthened Social Capital and Conflict 
Resolution: Community-based strategies 
bolster social capital by cultivating 
cooperation, trust, and social networks among 
community members. When individuals 
collaborate in managing shared resources, they 
are more capable of addressing disputes 
regarding grazing rights, access to water, or 
animal health concerns. Strong community 
relationships also assist in alleviating the 
effects of external challenges, such as droughts 
or conflicts, by facilitating collective action and 
resource sharing (Khatri & Bera, 2020). 

4. Enhanced Environmental Sustainability: 
CBLM encourages the responsible 
management of natural resources, especially 
grazing areas and water supplies. By 
implementing sustainable land use strategies, 
such as rotational grazing or agroforestry, 
communities can avert overgrazing, decrease 
soil erosion, and protect biodiversity. These 
methods contribute to environmental 
sustainability, which benefits both the livestock 
industry and the larger ecosystem (Baden, 
2016). 

Challenges in Implementing Community-Based 
Livestock Management: 

Despite its numerous benefits, the implementation 
of community-based livestock management in 
Afghanistan faces several challenges: 

1. Cultural and Social Barriers: Gender-related 
and societal obstacles can restrict the 
involvement of marginalized groups, including 
women and ethnic minorities, in community-
based livestock management initiatives. 
Prevailing patriarchal social systems and 
women's restricted mobility often impede their 
full participation in livestock management, 
thereby diminishing the effectiveness of 
CBLM programs (Sultani & Farahani, 2019). 

2. Limited Institutional Support: Although 
CBLM heavily depends on local governance, 
insufficient institutional backing from the 
government and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) can weaken its 
effectiveness. Lacking financial resources, 
technical know-how, and robust policy 
frameworks can obstruct the scalability and 
sustainability of community-driven programs 
(Khatri & Bera, 2020). 

3. Access to Markets: While CBLM seeks to 
enhance market access, rural communities 
frequently encounter challenges related to 
transportation, market availability, and poor 
infrastructure. Without adequate market 
connections, local producers may find it 
difficult to sell their livestock products, thus 
limiting the economic advantages of 
community-based initiatives (Baden, 2016). 

Challenges Facing Livestock Development in 
Afghanistan 

The livestock industry in Afghanistan experiences 
a variety of interconnected obstacles that impede 
its growth and reduce its impact on rural 
livelihoods and the national economy. These issues 
stem from years of conflict, institutional 
deficiencies, and environmental pressures. 

1. Limited Access to Veterinary Services   

A key challenge is the insufficient veterinary 
infrastructure and the lack of trained personnel. 
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Many rural regions do not have adequate animal 
health services, making it challenging to manage 
disease outbreaks like Foot-and-Mouth Disease 
(FMD), brucellosis, and parasitic infections (FAO, 
2020). The absence of preventive care and 
vaccination programs leads to reduced productivity 
and higher mortality rates, particularly among 
young livestock (ILRI, 2019). 

2. Poor Quality and Availability of Animal Feed   

Seasonal feed shortages and poor rangeland quality 
hinder Afghan livestock productivity. Issues like 
overgrazing, desertification, and extended 
droughts have deteriorated pastures, while 
commercially available feed is often too expensive 
or unavailable for many farmers (FEWS NET, 
2018). Undernourished animals yield less meat, 
milk, and wool (Sultan, 2018). 

3. Weak Breeding and Genetic Improvement 
Programs   

There is a deficiency in organized breeding 
initiatives and access to better livestock genetics. 
Most rural farmers depend on traditional methods 
and have limited knowledge of selective breeding, 
which results in animals that typically exhibit slow 
growth rates and low disease resistance (USAID, 
2020; Ziarati, 2021). 

4. Inadequate Market Access and Value Chains   

Farmers encounter considerable obstacles when 
trying to sell their livestock or animal products due 
to poor infrastructure, high transport costs, and 
inadequate market information systems (World 
Bank, 2021). The lack of structured value chains 
results in producers receiving minimal profits and 
lacking motivation to enhance productivity 
(Rashid, 2020). 

5. Gender Inequality in Livestock Production   

While women significantly contribute to livestock 
care, their access to resources, credit, and training 
is restricted by cultural barriers and gender norms 
(Yousafzai & Mujadidi, 2022). This limitation 
results in decreased household productivity and 

hinders the potential for women-led growth within 
the sector. 

6. Climate Change and Environmental Stress   

Recurring droughts, increasing temperatures, and 
changing precipitation patterns have increasingly 
disrupted the availability of pasture and water 
resources, rendering traditional livestock 
management systems less viable (Tariq & Ali, 
2019; Thornton et al., 2011). Climate-related stress 
further intensifies animal diseases and diminishes 
reproductive efficiency. 

7. Institutional Weakness and Policy Gaps   

Although the Afghan government acknowledges 
the significance of the livestock sector, the 
implementation of development initiatives has 
been weak due to limited institutional capacity, 
corruption, and inconsistent policies (UNDP, 2020; 
Yusuf & Kakar, 2020). Many projects lack 
sustainability and do not sufficiently involve local 
communities in the planning or decision-making 
processes. These challenges highlight the urgent 
need for focused policy interventions, investments 
in veterinary and feed infrastructure, inclusive 
capacity building, and climate-adaptive strategies 
for livestock to unlock the potential of this crucial 
sector.   

Recommendations for Overcoming Livestock 
Development Challenges in Afghanistan   

To revitalize Afghanistan's livestock sector and 
address the numerous challenges it faces, a 
comprehensive, multi-faceted policy strategy is 
essential. Here are key recommendations backed 
by global development research and studies 
specific to Afghanistan:   

1. Improve Veterinary Services and Animal 
Health Infrastructure   

The shortage of veterinary services plays a 
significant role in the high mortality rates and low 
productivity levels in livestock. Expanding access 
to affordable veterinary care and setting up mobile 
animal health units can enhance disease 
management in rural areas.   
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ILRI (2019) states that investing in basic veterinary 
services in post-conflict regions can considerably 
boost livestock productivity. Additionally, FAO 
(2020) advocates for community-based animal 
health programs for pastoral and remote 
populations.   

2. Strengthen Feed and Fodder Supply Chains   

Seasonal shortages of feed and overgrazed 
rangelands are significant obstacles to livestock 
development. Solutions include promoting the 
cultivation of forage crops, restoring rangelands, 
and creating feed storage facilities.   

According to Thornton et al. (2011), climate-smart 
forage systems can help alleviate feed shortages in 
arid and semi-arid regions. The World Bank (2021) 
stresses the importance of sustainable rangeland 
management in Afghanistan.   

3. Enhance Livestock Market Access and Value 
Chains   

Improved roads, cold storage, and market 
infrastructure can enable producers to reach 
national and regional markets, boosting their 
incomes and decreasing post-harvest losses.   

Sultan (2018) and Yusuf & Kakar (2020) contend 
that investments in infrastructure, particularly rural 
roads and storage facilities, are vital for connecting 
Afghan herders to markets. Tariq & Mirza (2021) 
also highlight the importance of logistics in 
enhancing rural economic performance. 

4. Promote Community-Based Livestock 
Management   

Involving local communities in the planning and 
management of livestock resources increases 
sustainability and minimizes conflicts over grazing 
areas and water resources.   

Yousafzai & Mujadidi (2022) advocate for 
community engagement in these processes to 
ensure effective management and equitable 
resource distribution, and promote sustainable use. 

 

Conclusion 

The sustainable growth of Afghanistan's livestock 
sector necessitates a comprehensive approach that 
tackles essential issues such as disease control, 
access to markets, gender inequalities, and 
environmental harm. Enhancing veterinary 
services, infrastructure, and market connections—
while also fostering community-driven and gender-
inclusive initiatives—can greatly improve the 
sector’s resilience and efficiency. Strengthening 
rural communities, especially empowering women, 
and ensuring that development initiatives 
correspond with local needs and environmental 
realities will be crucial for achieving lasting 
sustainability. With collaborative assistance from 
national organizations and international allies, the 
livestock sector can continue to be a significant 
contributor to Afghanistan’s socio-economic 
advancement and rural development. 
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Abstract 

 

 

 دیاع د هت وناناسنا ونونویلیم وا يوک ينیقی تینما وړوخ د يچ ،هد هخرب هزیNسنب داصتقا لياویلک د تعنص ۍرادلام د ناتسناغفا د 

 ووانبریز فياک ،تامدخ ۍرنرتو د بسانم ان هکل ،ید خم هسر ونو^نخ وفلتخم د تعنص اد ېد هل هسر .يوربارب هنوتصرف راYزور وا

 يرلا يکیژیتاترس هراپل mتخمرپ هرادیاپ د ۍرادلام د هنlېi jوتباتک هغد .يزیغا نولدب يمیلقا د وا رازاب فیعض ،یلاوتشن

 هنوuناپ يک انبریز هپ ،لوکرو هدو هت تیریدم ساسا رپ ينلوr د ،mتخمرپ ونوتمدخ يیایتغور د ویوراj د هکل ،یونایب يراچ

 lتلام د ونوروتکس ولاویlن وا تموکح د وا نو^Y د ينلوr ليحم د .لوک ليپ وقیرط يصرع وا هنرلماپ هت نولدب يمیلقا د وا لوک

 يزیغا يداصتقا زینلوr زار ادمه وا سي هرادیاپ دیلوت روتکس ېد د يچ ،يونایب ایتړا ېد د هنlیj اد .ید لوک راuنیr تیمها رپ

 .يوچاو راک هپ يژیتاترس عماج وا يداینب وی د وj رت ؛يlک يړوایپ

 يژیتاترس وا iوuنن ،ایتخارپ ،هندنوم رازاب ،mتخمرپ ،يرادلام :ېملک يدیلک
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